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The home's lcrg'é’windows \ !
fill the house with light and ‘ |
expose a view that includes' 58 . ! |
city and hill vistas. A new W ! |
deck provides an outdoor ! {
viewingfgiea. The wood Y |
ceiling gives the spoce~___\ ‘ ;
texture and warmth.
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rd Gaschfirstsaw the three-story house with its panoramic view
nd Viountt1ood in the Kings Heights neighborhood, he wasn't

tively pursuing another house nearby,” he says.

out to have an inferior structure. This house was
it immediately, and I was wowed by the view.”
Gasch, a Portland physician, was living nearby and had been looking for a
new house. “My other house faced north, which meant it was more exposed to
‘ the wind and had industrial yiews toward Mount St. Helens,” he says. “When I

realized my remodeling plans for that house weren't feasible, I began searching
for something else.”
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ABOVE: Bernard Gasch sits in the
redesigned master suite.

RIGHT: The home's design makes
use of its steep lot with decks that
orient it foward the views.




HOME = modern remodel

The 3,500-square-foot home, purchased in summer 2010,
was built into a steep hillside and is accessed through a small
Japanese garden leading to the home’s top level, where floor-to-
ceiling windows reveal the expansive view. The home had some
design issues. “The house was disconnected,” says Gasch. “The
deck off the living room was too small and didn’t feel sturdy.
Also, you couldn’t get directly to the first floor from the second
floor. You either had to take an elevator that went only from the
top to the bottom floor or go outside the second floor and take
an exterior path down. That totally separated the house, and I
never went down to the first level.”

Rather than remodel immediately, Gasch lived in the two-
bedroom, four-bath house over the winter to see how he wanted
to use the space. To reconfigure the home’s layout, he worked
with designer Lee Shradar and architect Alan Jones of Holst
Architecture to connect the home’s floors, create a better flow
through the house and improve the outdoor spaces. “Everybody’s
take on the house was that it was a magnificent space and had all

this potential,” says Shradar. “But because of the steep, sloping
lot, we had to keep the nature of the site in mind.” The remodel,

begun in _—\uvu: 2011, ook nine months to complete.
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SIgN Was a new interior St'll!'C’lSC,

built by Creative Woodworki ing NW, to connect the home's three

floors. “We dug the central core for the new stircase from the

interior of the house by hand.” says Paul Gustavson, the owner

of Viewpoint Restoration, who was the project’s contractor. “It’s

project
pretty unusual to excavate from the inside with 2 pick and a
shovel.”

‘The new custom cherry Soating staircase with a screen- style

support railing unifies the house “1 like the warm color of the

wood,” says Gasch. It echoes the other wood in the house, and

the railing lets lighs < lower levels.” The placement of

ioor — which has the

’:h

the staircase also meant that the second
master suite, a guest bedroom and 2 connecting deck with a fire
pit — could be reworked An awkward space with a laundry area

and a small bathroom was recomfizured to separate the laundry

n has a Wolf
iy and o
ond at the

wicker-shyle
ng areG
view. Gasch

r from the




OREGON HOME FEBRUARY MARCH 2013 39




ABOVE: A reclaimedwood headb
large sliding-glass doors allow easy @

LEFT: Gasch relaxes by the custom fire pit §

from the bathroom. “The laundsy room also connects to the master

suite,” says Gasch. “Se I can close my whole area off, and my guests

ROTT PrIvace.

can have an area that"

With a staircase now connecting the first and second floors, Gasch

reorganized the first he was not using because it was so dif-
ficult to access, into an entertainment area that includes a wide-screen

television, indoor and outdoor sound system, a ping-pong table, and

a small bar area. A texmured wall with hidden lights that change color

also conceals a Murph addimonal guests. “One of the things I

thought was unusual b use when I bought it was that it only
had two bedrooms,” says Gasch. “Down here, [ wanted to create a room
that could also be a bedrn
Off the entertainment area, 2 new hot tub deck with an outdoor
shower and lounge chairs creates a live-in, live-out space. “I'd had the hot
tub at my old house,” says Gasch. “Wanting to have one here started me
thinking about how I wanted this home’s outdoor areas to look.”

The other outdoor space that needed to be reworked was the deck

off the main floor, which was not oriented toward the south-facing

ract painting by Oregon artist Scof
a white lecther couch in the
m cessed the deck through a tiny door and were squished into a small

view that was a major impetus for purchasing the house. “You ac-
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TOP ROW (from lettl: A wood screen provides privacy for
the outdoor shower on the firsHfloor deck. Friends enjoy
Champagne, the hol lub, conversation and views of
downiown Poriland.

MIDDLE ROWV (from leftl: The view from the top deck takes
in the lower decks and shows the steepness of the hillside,
The covered middle deck off the bedrooms provides
franquil, covered sealing.

BOTTOM ROW [from lefi): The fire pit allows yearround
outdoor seating. “It's nice to sit here and walch the clouds
ol in," says Gasch. Each deck provides a different way
to enjoy the outdoors.
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e pew cherry sfaircase

area,” says Gasch. “I wanted to have space to spread out and look
at the city and the mountain.”

To capture the view, sliding-glass doors were added and the
g8

deck was extended 10 feet. Because of the steep hillside loca
the deck had to be carefully engineered with steel pilings earth
anchors and structural beams. “It took a lot of engineering to
make that deck happen,”says Gasch. “Many of the pieces for it
had to be craned from the street or over the house, because that
was the only way to get them into place.”

Gasch enjoys socializing, and his home’s remodel makes it
more versatile. “My tennis friends come over and play ping-
pong,” he says. “Friends who like to stay warm in the winter sit in
the hot tub. You can read on the bedroom deck because it’s quiet.
I like to grill, and everybody can hang out on the main deck and
then eat together around the big dining table. The home’s spaces

can be used in multiple ways.” {oh}

THE DESIGN/BUILD TEAM

= LEE SHRADAR, ALAN JONES,
HOLST ARCHITECTURE
Portland; holstarc.com

= PAUL GUSTAVSON, VIEWPOINT RESTORATION
Portland; 503-515-5502

= CREATIVE WOODWORKING NW
Portland; creativewoodworkingnw.com

The kitchen's break

ook looks out on he Jopanese garden at the

home's entrance. “| toct that you come into the home through this
NA JRC | " oA v
ADDITIONAL SOURCING, PAGE 49 small landscape, e e b e bhoras views.
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